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Looking After Our Town Centres:// 

This guide from CLG offers practical help which aims to make sure that town centres 

reach their full potential. It also looks further ahead, helping those involved in town 

centres - planners, service managers, businesses, local groups and communities 

- develop a clear vision, and actively plan to take advantage of new opportunities 

when the recovery begins. It recommends the use of empty shops by arts and 

community groups, and gave £3 million of government funding to 57 local councils 

in August 09’. 

www.tinyurl.com/clnpw4

 

Arts Council England :// 

Arts Council England (ACE) is the national development agency for the arts in 

England and has set aside £500,000 of their Lottery income as a fund to which 

artists can apply for grants to help them carry out artistic activities in empty shops. 

The money is available through the ‘Grants To The Arts’ scheme”. 

www.tinyurl.com/qmz6tr

 

a-n the Artists Information Company://  
a-n’s publications and programmes are designed to meet the professional needs 

of artists and the visual arts sector, identifying changing trends and new needs. 

Founded in 1980, a-n the Artists Information Company is acknowledged as a leading 

UK agency supporting the practice of visual and applied artists, and is perhaps best 

known for producing a-n magazine and the sister website. It is supporting the long-

term work of the Empty Shops Network. 

www.a-n.co.uk

Support:



Produced by the Empty Shops Network and the Meanwhile Project
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